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Ettablilh,  O Lord,  a legiflator  over  them,  that  they  W they  are 
men  : their  mouths  are  full  of  reviling,  and  venom,  and  fraud:  they 
took  their  feat  with  Afcendant-Men  in  amhufcade  in  the  Hall,  that 
they  might  flay  the  unoffending  without  being  feen.  Pf-  ix. 

Thofe  who  were  fitting  in  the  Hall,  did  forfwear  themfelves  againft 
me  ; and  they  chaunted  forth  ditties  upon  me,  whilft  they  were 
guzzling  their  wine.  Ibid • Ixviii. 
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TYlEOPHILUS,  Bifhop  of  Alexandria,  had 
been  long  preparing  the  ruin  of  Egyptian 
myftery,  which,  like  every  fraud,  fubfifted  from 
its  fecret,  and  the  pious  credulity  of  the  people. 
He  had  argued  and  prayed  to  no  purpofe  : the 
people  were  ftill  for  the  afcendancy  of  their 
pagan  eftablifhment.  The  Bifhop  at  lafl:  recurred 
to  force : he  defcended  into  the  fan&uaries  of 
Ifis,  and  dragged  forth  into  day  the  ludicrous 
divinities  of  his  country.  Shame  conquered  at 
lafl,  where  argument  had  failed ; the  earthen 
gods,  with  pointed  ears  and  round  bellies,  were 
broken  by  their  former  votaries,  and  of  the 
initiation  fo  awful,  nothing  more  furvived  the 
public  contempt,  than  the  name  and  ignomi- 
nious folly. 
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The  Catholics  of  Ireland,  for  twice  ail 
hundred  years,  have  been  the  victims  of  a nightly 
and  myfterious  policy,  which,  under  many 
transformations,  had  ever  kept  the  fame  object 
in  view,  and  ever  difiembled  it.  At  firfl  it  was 
the  right  of  war,  and  imported  llaughter  with- 
out mercy ; it  became  then  the  law  of  conqueft, 
and  was  opprefiion  without  appeal.  When  the 
forbearance  and  meek  ftupidity  of  the  people 
had  annulled  this  rule,  it  changed  to  reafon  of 
hate,  then  to  church-eflabliftiment,  and  now  to 
Proteftant  Afcendancy.  It  has  been  caught  at  laid  j 
and,  like  Proteus,  refuming  its  native  form, 
has  avowed  its  grim  and  deftroying  vifage  to 
be  nothing  elfe  than  the  fpirit  of  cruelty,  the 
law  of  opprefiion,  the  conquefl  of  natural  right, 
the  efiablifhment  of  infolent  injuftice,  and  the 
Afcendancy  of  impotent  defpotifm.  The  monfter 
has  been  now  drawn  forth  from  its  dungeon, 
fiiapelefs  and  unwieldy  with  the  crammed  blood 
of  its  vi&ims  : if  it  is  not  abandoned  now  by 

it£  worfhippers,  and  broken  to  pieces  and 
fcattered  into  air,  the  people  of  Ireland  is  more 
wicked  or  more  infatuated  than  the  rabble  of 
Alexandria. 

To  aflifl  in  this  meritorious  work  we  have 
undertaken  the  following  pages : if  a phantom 
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we  fhall  exorcife  it,  if  vulnerable  to  human  art  j 
we  fhall  call  the  firffc  (lone  ; but  fir  ft  depofe  be- 
fore heaven  and  earth,  that  we  are  deftroying  a 
common  enemy.  And  if  there  be  any  man  a 
friend  to  juftice  amongft  thofe  who  hear  me,  let 
him,  in  God’s  name,  level  well  and  follow  the 
blow.  We  (hall  have  purified  the  earth  of  a 
monfter,  that  too  long  has  feafted  in  blood,  and 
reigned  in  defolation. 

It  may  be  necedary  to  inform  the  Public, 
that  a paper  has  lately  appeared,  purporting 
itfelf  to  be  the  “ Refolutions  of  the  Proteftant 
Freemen  of  Dublin,  Exclufively in  which  paper 
the  Roman  Catholic  fubje&s  are  declared  to  be 
free  and  independent,  at  the  fame  time  that 
the  Legiflature  is  prayed  to  detain  them  ftill 
in  bondage.  Who  the  real  authors  of  this  foul 
copy  of  petulant  madnefs  have  been,  it  little 
concerns  the  public  to  know.  It  is  certainly 
no  thing  of  entertainment,  nor  prolufion  of  mirth, 
though  it  exhale  much  of  the  foetor  of  intoxi- 
cation ; — though  too  abfurd  for  fober  reafoning, 
too  bafe  and  lying  for  honeft  men,  it  is  by  far 
too  fpitefui  for  a jeft  : — it  hums  up  the  whole 
polemica  of  two  centuries,  and  fights,  pro  arh 
& focis,  for  the  14ft  interefts  of  a damned  caufe, 
like  the  robber  Cacus  at  the  mouth  of  his  den  : 
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It  exhorts  all  good  Proteftants  to  fympathize 
with  the  Secretary,  and  has  given  the  {ketch  of 
an  humble  remonftrance  to  Parliament,  on  the 
plan  of  the  London  Proteftant  Alfpciation  of 
1780. 

In  reading  over  this  obfcene  and  cowardly 
aflault  on  the  character  of  a great  people,  I 
could  not  but  feel  fatisfa&ion  in  obferving,  who 
were  the  real  enemies  of  common  freedom,  and 
what  the  real  motives  and  principles  of  this 
confraternity.  Nothing  more  is  wanting  to  the 
perfedl  ruin  of  the  caufe,  than  a ftatement  fo 
well  attefted  of  its  rank  corruption.  The  patches 
have  been  torn  off,  the  painting,  an  inch  thick, 
has  mouldered  away,  and  the  horrible  fkeleton 
is  revealed  in  all  its  ghaftly  and  unwholefome 
putrefaction.  I wras  pleafed  at  finding  that  in- 
jiatuation  had  completed  what  inhncerity  had  never 
avowed  5 and  that  after  fo  fhameful  a confeflion, 
no  honeft  man,  of  what  defcription  foever,  could 
hold  communion  with  the  banditti  of  Proteftant 
Afcendancy.  I exulted  in  the  approaching  fall 
of  greedy  and  cruel  fuperftition ; for  the  bad 
once  known  have  loft  all  influence ; and  it  is  to 
be  hoped,  that  they  may  never  more  refume 
that  domination,  which  the  blindnefs  of  our 
forefathers,  the  fufpicions  of  contrafted  belief, 
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and  the  calamity  of  pad  times  had  furrendcred 
to  them.  While  Ireland  has  fuch  a King  and 
fuch  a Government,  their  ribaldry  and  combi- 
nation may  efcape  with  contempt ; but  if  they 
would  recur  to  force  and  treafom — this  how- 
ever they  never  will  do  : they  are  as  daflardly 
as  they  are  unjufl:  and  unpitying: — t-hey  would 
prepare,  yet  they  s dare  not  adminifter  the 
poifon. 

However,  this  joy  was  not  unmixed  with 
concern,  to  find  fo  deadly  a gangrene  in  the 
focial  body ; to  fee  that  there  were  Hill  exiting 
men,  whom  no  forbearance  could  difarm,  nor 
kindnefs  propitiate  ; that  the  eflablifhment  of 
a Proteflant  church  had  been  identified  with 
the  perpetuation  of  tyranny,  and  the  authority 
of  a Proteflant  flate  affociated  with  the  re- 
vengement  of  party,  and  the  oppreflion  of  th« 
Catholic  people  : For,  although  fuch  aflerti'ons 
are  evidently  refuted  by  fadl,  they  demonstrate 
notwithstanding,  by  what  bafe  and  perjured 
craft  the  myftery  of  oppreflion  has  been  con- 
tinued hitherto,  and  with  what  care  the  opinions 
of  the  populace  have  been  difciplined  to 
civil  and  religious  animofity  : — they  fhew  how 
little  the  rights  of  nature  have  been  refpedled 
in  each  former  political  difpenfaiion,  finee  men 
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were  taughf  to  believe,  that  a hate  could  not 
fubfift  but  by  doing,  nor  the  church  but  in 
fandifying  every  wrong  againft  a people,  whofe 
only  difgrace  (indeed  a great  one)  was  that-  of 
fuffering  without  a crime,  and  without  a groan. 

It  is  not  to  the  freemen  who-  have  vamped  up 
thofe  refolutions  that  we  mean  to  anfwer  : they 
are  too  malignant  to  comprehend  the  truth,  and 
too  ftupid  to  bring  any  praife  to  the  conqueror. 
We  fpeak  to  the  DifTenter,  to  the  Protetlant,  to 
all  the  tribes  of  men  who  have  felt  the  hand  of 
perfecution,  and  the  woes  of  captivity  like  ours, 
and  the  infolence  of  defpotifm,  and  the  plunder 
of  all  that  is  dear  to  man.  We  fpeak  to  the 
Chriftian,  and  if  there  be  any  honed  man  yet 
not  a Chriftian,  we  addrefs  ourfelves  even  to 
him,  with  all  the  fubmiftion  of  an  opprefled 
heart,  and  all  the  intrepidity  of  a righteous 
caufe.  If  any  who  have  fold  their  confcience, 
who  are  Grangers  to  truth  and  juftice,  let  them 
retire,  we  mean  not  to  trouble  a bad  con- 
fcience ; — let  them  depart  in  exclufive  repofe, 
and  if  they  mu  ft  gain  not  only  contempt  but 
laborious  difgrace,  let  them  fign  the  Refolutions 
of  the  Afcendancy  Confpiiator . 

The  fir  ft  obfervation  which  occurs  on  the 
reading  of  this  rhapfody  is,  that  the  authors 
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never  once  made  mention  of  right  or  juftice,— 
the  conftant  reference  is  to  law,  to  coronation 
oath,  and  to  -landed ' property.  If  written  law 
be  the  ftandard  of  juftice,  furely  the  act  of  re- 
peal is  authoritative  and  juft,  and  the  attempt 
of  over-ruling  the  fupremacy  of  prefent  legifta- 
tive  power  through  an  appeal  to  the  paft,  betrays 
no  great  fufpicion  of  fober  thinking.  The 
reafon  of  prudence  is  admiftible  againft  juftice, 
where  proper  fafety  may  be  concerned,  and  this 
proper  fafety  is  the  mere  fecurity  of  natural 
right.  Every  other  right  mud  yield  to  this, 
except  we  betray  the  title  of  all-preierving 
juftice  to  each  legal  a£l  againft  public  preferva- 
tion.  The  Exciuftve  Freemen  know  not  of  any 
fuch  diftin&ion  : their  avidity  is  at  once  fo 

vicious  and  fo  unthinking,  that  they  had  rather 
be  crufhed  by  the  common  enemy  with  the  ia- 
ftruments  of  torture  in  their  hands,  than,  in 
this  moment  of  general  difmay,  quit  the  poll 
of  executioner,  and  co-operate  with  their  bre- 
thren, perhaps  too  forgiving,  againft  the  com- 
mon foe.  Indeed  the  part,  which  thofe  idle 
mechanics  have  taken  up,  is  fo  decidedly  abfurd, 
fo  outrageous  to  reafon,  fuch  a burlefque  upon 
native  folly,  that  in  this  briftly  and  idle  defart 
of  words,  they  have  fuccefsfully  avoided  every 
deviation,  which  might  have  feduced  them  into 
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common  fenfe,  or  caft  any  mitt  of  probability 
around  the  glaring  jargon  of  Afcendancy  Ma- 
niacs. But  let  us  hear  the  resolutions  with  be- 
coming gravity. — 

Resolved — unanimoufly,  That  we  have  read 
with  Surprize  a publication,  purporting  to  be 
the  Refolutions  of  a few  Catholics  in  the  city  of 
Dublin. 

The  beginning  of  every  great  undertaking, 
fays  the  Poet,  fhould  be  great  ; and  furely  the 
wifdom  and  dignified  expreffion  of  the  text  bears 
in  front  the  traces  of  a mafler.  This  refolution, 
I am  perfuaded,  patted  unanimoufly  ; for  all  the 
Freemen  muff  have  read  with  furprize,  fuch  a 
thing  as  a Petition  from  Catholics.  The  dif- 
covery  was  precious,  and  the  affembly  has  every 
merit  in  this  prepoflerous  revelation  to  parlia- 
ment, of  a petition  already  publifhed  and  pre- 
sented to  parliament  : but  while  we  applaud 
their  Sagacity,  we  cannot  but  be  furprifed  in  our 
turn  at  their  attorn fhment. — Perhaps  the  ftroke 
was  unexpected  ; — and  had  not  the  Freemen  had 
any  means  of  averting  the  blow  ? Why  did  they 
tteep  on  the  watch,  while  Catholics  were  doing 
Such  Surprizing  things  ? — Did  they  SuppoSe  that 
the  Spirit  of  popifh  men  had  been  So  cauterized 
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by  the  corrofion  of  fervitude,  as  to  make  them 
forget  they  were  human  and  fentient  creatures, 
with  heart  and  foul,  and  fenfe  of  pain,  as  great  as 
an  Exclufive  Freeman,  though  with  too  little 
fenfe  of  refentment  ? The  Petition  was  figned  by 
few,  that  is,  by  all  the  Catholic  Inhabitants  of 
Dublin.  And  who  are  thofe  Exclulive  Men  that 
exclude  the  day-light  from  their  conventicle, 
and  dare  not  avow  their  fignature  ? It  were  to 
be  wifhed,  that  the  wife  and  coy  fecretary  to  a 
meeting  fo  fplendid  and  a chair  fo  empty,  had 
vouchfafed  us  the  ftile  and  denomination  of  his 
conflituents,  who  read  fo  well,  and  explain  fo 
fhrewdly. 

We  know  not,  fay  the  unanimous  knaves, 
of  any  penal  and  reftri&ive  laws  affe&ing 
Papifts  : — And  why  do  Catholics  petition, 
and  Freemen  refolve  againfl  Catholics,  if  the 
one  have  nothing  to  gain,  nor  the  other  to  lofe  ? 
This  is  but  a figure  of  fpeech,  a kind  of  rheto- 
rical lie,  to  furprize  you  with  a contradi&ion. 

cc  There  are  fome  penal  laws  — but  of  thefe, 
one  is  nearly  as  old  as  the  conquefl.  For  ex- 
ample, there  is  a penal  law  againfl  the  free 
exercife  of  religion,  another  againil  certain  in- 
termarriages of  Proteflants  and  Gatholics, 
another  againfl  the  ufe  of  arms  for  the  poor. 
Item,  fome  reftridlive  laws  : one,  for  inflance, 
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which  excludes  Papifts  from  all  offices  of  civil 
honor ; and  another,  which  excludes  from 
military  office ; and  another  from  miliary 
honors  ; and  a fourth  from  all  fliare  in 
the  legiflature ; and  a fifth,  from  all  inde- 
pendent education;  a fixth,  from  the  franchife 
of  cities,  from  common  councils — and  every 
thing  elfe  ; —but  we  know  of  no  other,  nor  can 
there  be  any  other. 

O cautious  Secretary,  and  rare  men  of  Gath  ! 
are  thofe  your  unanimous  refolutions,  for  this 
your  humble  petition,  your  myfterious  afiembly, 
and  your  great  furprife  ; — for  this  have  you 
flunk  into  the  Weaver’s-Hall,  and  flunk  home 
again  ? There  are  five  reafons  for  drink- 
ing : — when  you  are  thirfly,  cold,  good  liquor, 
a fancy  to  it,  the  prefence  of  a friend,  or  any 
other  reafon  why.  The  Catholics  labour  under 
no  penal  laws  in  what  regards  religion;  they  are 
only  debarred  of  its  free  exercife.  They  are 
not  reffrained  in  the  ftate,  but  merely  excluded 
from  the  ftate,  and  fubjecled  to  every  part  of  the 
burden  in  fupporting  this  ftate.  Strange  fpirit 
of  popith  democracy  ! the  Papifts  have  all  but 
what  they  want, — they  want  every  thing ; they 
can  move  in  every  direction,  but  that  in 
which  they  would  move ; yet,  though  as 
fecured  as  Ulyfles  in  the  cave  of  Polyphemus, 
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and  protected  from  liberty  on  every  fide,  they 
are  impatient  and  petitioning.  They  have  an 
alternative  of  civil  or  religious  freedom,  ftill 
not  content.  This  fpirit  of  uneafmefs  is  furely 
diabolical  : for  the  devils,  fays  Milton,  after 
having  enjoyed  a full  fhare  of  the  fire,  are 
hurried  away  in  a whirlwind,  and  plunged  into 
a refrefhing  fea  of  ice.  They  have  of  heat  and 
cold  as  much  as  they  can  defire, — but  the  devils 
cannot  bear  with  the  mild  and  reftri&ive  laws  of 
damnation  : they  call  their  double  ftate  a double 
hell  > when  they  might  learn  from  the  Refolu** 
tions,  ( to  their  great  furprize  in  the  reading) , 
that  they  enjoy  every  privilege  confident  with 
their  government. 

Let  us  continue  the  Refolutions,  but  without 
fuch  a rigorous  adherence  to  their  claffification. 
For  indeed  they  have  been  fo  compofed,  as  to 
bear  every  procefs  with  little  detriment  to  the 
found,  and  no  evaporation  to  the  fenfe. 

The  Papifts,  ever  fince  the  nativity  of  the  new 
and  reformed  fyftern  of  Chriftianity,  have  been 
averfe  to  the  Government ; — that  is  to  fay,  the 
Papifts  have  been  peifecuted  for  their  religion 
ever  fince  the  Reformation,  and  therefore,  add 
the  buffoons,  the  Papifts  fhould  be  ftill  re- 
ft rained  : — I fuppofe  for  the  purpofe  of  keeping 
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them  flill  averfe  to  the  government.  I know  not 
by  what  myflerious  cabal  the  Secretary  has  con- 
trived to  infert,  in  this  libel  againft  humanity  and 
juflice,  the  very  reafon  which  Papifls  adduce  for 
the  expediency  of  their  deliverance. 

Is  it  in  the  heart  of  man  to  love  what  wrongs 
and  injures  ? no  furely.  Is  it  in  the  nature  of 
man  to  hate  that  which  loves  and  proteds  ? it  is 
not  moll  furely.  Yet  thefe  Mountebanks  of 
Afcendancy  exprefs  their  wonder  at  the  Ingrati- 
tude of  Papifls  in  not  being  attached  to  a go- 
vernment which  loaded  them  with  all  infamy,  and 
fcourged  them  with  every  legal  torture,  while 
they  affed  to  fear  for  the  Conflitution,  if  the 
Papifls  be  redreffed.  To  the  honefl  man,  who 
is  able  to  fee  and  admire  the  principles  of  ever- 
lafling  juflice,  it  cannot  but  be  pleafing,  to  find 
the  dodrine  of  defpotic  power  marked  with 
extraordinary  madnefs.  The  very  tyrant  who 
afFeds  to  enfure  his  own  enjoyment  by  cruelty, 
who  pretends  to  eftahlifh  peace,  while  he  opprefTes 
the  innocent,  at  once  gives  the  precedent  of 
what  he  fears,  and  the  means  of  his  own  ruin. 
The  Papifls  were  fuppofed,  in  law,  incapable  of 
all  human  feeling  and  virtue  : yet  the  fatuity  of 
law  applied  pain  and  ignominy  to  men  without 
feeling,  and  proffered  honor  and  rewards  to  men, 
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deftitute  of  principle,  for  abandoning  their  prin- 
ciples. Either  method  has  been  inefficacious  ; 
and  whatever  the  fpeculative  errors  devifed  againft 
that  Church  may  be,  the  pra&ice  of  its  people 
mu.  ft  afford  a leffon  of  heroic  conftancy  and  in- 
corruptible confcientioufnefs,  of  which  no  ori- 
ginal has  been  found  in  the  hiftory  of  nations. 
Let  the  faftion  of  Afcendancy  compare  their  own 
confcience  with  the  forbearance  of  Papifts,  and 
their  own  features,  deformed  with  ferocious  pride, 
to  the  lowly  and  meagre  vifage  of  the  Popiffi  Helot: 
If  they  have  one  fpark  of  pride  remaining,  one 
imalleft  drop  of  human  nature,  they  mull  feel 
that  fhame,  and  that  reproaching  pain  of  anguifh 
with  which  heaven  is  pleafed  to  humble  the 
tyrant  in  the  midft  of  his  executioners. 

Were  the  Proteftants  well  affe&ed  to  the  go- 
vernment of  James  ? Proteftants  and  Diffenters 

hear  me  but  for  a moment — I mean  not  to  repre- 
hend your  caufe,  but  to  affert  yours  and  our 
own.  I know  you  to  be  good  and  juft,  as  you 
are  brave  : it  is  you  who  have  conquered  us,  not 
thofe  men : yet  you  have  ffiewn  mercv,  while 
they  demand  our  condemnation.  You  alone 
deftroyed  the  Ileftor  of  arbitrary  power,  but 
fpared  the  fallen : it  is  this  daftard  rabble  that 
wounds  the  dead,  and  in  affecting  to  avenge  their 
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own  cowardice,  infults  the  law  of  humanity.  You 
fought  for  your  right,  you  won  fair  freedom,  and 
betrothed  it  to  your  pofterity,  and  to  all  the  vir- 
tuous who  could  woo  her.  It  is  a fervile  race, 
the  feed  of  renegadoes,  the  feces  of  a Charter- 
fchool  who  would  adulterate  the  fair  bofom  of 
the  Conftitution,  and  make  a traffic  of  that  blef- 
fing  which  ffiould  be  the  pledge  of  love.  I 
wrong  you  not  in  feparating  your  caufe  from 
that  of  fuch  a tribe : they  are  faithlefs,  becaufe 
cruel  and  unjuft;  they  had  been  your  bloody 
perfecutors,  if  you  had  not  conquered  ; for  their 
maxim  and  faith  is — to  join  with  the  vidlor  and 
to  exterminate  the  vanquifhed. 

Were  the  Proteftants  welhaffecled  to  the  go- 
vernment of  James  ? were  they  dutiful  fubjects  at 
the  memorable  ftruggle  of  Aghrim  ? No.  But 
James  had  broken  his  coronation  oath,  and  tranf- 
greffed  the  fundamental  law ; — away  with  this  fo- 
phiftrv;  we  are  fpeaking  of  Juftice  and  Right, 
not  of  Contract  or  Law.  The  Rights  of  Man 
are  not  created  by  law,  they  are  only  defined, 
recognized  and  enforced.  The  Proteftants  fought 
for  Social  Right,  and  conquered : the  Papifts  in 
defence  of  Confcience  and  a reputed  Sovereign, 
and  againft  the  aggrefTors.  They  were  conquered, 
as  the  Poles  have  been  conquered  ; but  had  they 
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been  vi&orious,  their  caufe  was  rightful.  It  was 
the  chance  of  war  which  made  the  traitor  ; it  is 
heaven  alone  which  gives  right  in  giving  nature ; 
it  is  confcience  alone  which  renders  the  fault 
guiltlefs  ; it  is  defpotifm  alone  which  punifhes  the 
guiltlefs  error. 

The  flate,  fay  the  Freemen,  is  fo  phyfically 
incorporated  with  the  church,  that  no  point  of 
contrail  can  be  fixed.  If  the  aflfertion  were  fober 
or  rational,  we  Ihould  anfwer  that  for  this  very 
reafon  the  Papifts  Ihould  be  relieved.  Their 
union  mull  llrengthen  the  church,  fmce  it  fortifies 
the  Hate. — But  this  afiertionin  facl,  is  an  outrage 
on  the  church.  It  means,  that  the  church  can- 
not fubfill  without  oppreliing  the  PapiUs ; and 
therefore  the  Hate  Ihould  miniller  to  Holy  Mother 
in  the  rites  and  ceremonies  pf  Persecution.  If 
fuch  be  the  church  ellablilhment,  oh ! let  it  fall 
and  crumble  away  to  dull ! It  is  an  afcendancy 
which  wrould  invade  the  fan&uary  of  heaven,  and 
Heal  away  the  rights  of  mankind,  it  is  a bad  tra- 
dition which  would  annihilate  the  precept  of 
God.  But  the  eflablilhed  church  knows  not  this 
murderous  fymbol : Its  firft  and  general  profef- 
fion  is  independent  judgment,  and  free  confci- 
ence to  all  men.  It  defines  indeed  certain  points 
as  fundamental,  but  this  is  more  for  a decent  uni- 
formity 
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forniity  of  public  opinion,  than  for  any  enflaving 
of  confcience.  For  I conceive  not  by  what  forites 
of  abfira&ion  a man  has  been  declared  free  in  all 
points  to  his  own  confcience,  yet  fubje&ed  in  any 
to  the  opinion  of  another.  The  fundamental  law 
of  the  church  declares  for  all  this  freedom  of 
judgment,  and  folemnly  ratifies  it,  as  theeffential 
right  of  Chritlianity.  The  Papifls  have  this 
right,  and  why  enflave  them  to  your  eflablifh- 
ment  ? Can  the  fafety  of  a chrifiian  church  de- 
pend upon  the  oppreffion  of  that  right  which  you 
acknowledge  to  be  the  fundamental  right  of  chrif- 
tianity?  This,  on  the  very  principles  of  afcen- 
dancy,  were  an  abdication  of  the  ecclefiaflical 
throne.  The  cafe  is  the  very  fame : It  is  break 
ing  the  confecration  oath,  and  tranfgrefling  the 
fundamental  law,  by  the  imperious  abufe  of 
prerogative. 

But  the  church  can  impofe  pains  and  penalties : 
— it  means  then  to  bias  the  freedom  of  judgment 
by  unholy  means. — It  can  prote£l  itfelf  by  re- 
flri£live  laws : — it  is  then  a party,  a coercive 
power,  not  a pattern  of  evangelical  freedom. 
The  flatute  called  Papifls  idolaters — very  true  \ 
the  legiilators  had  liberty  of  confcience.  The 
Papifls  laughed  at  the  ftatute,  becaufe  they  had 
freedom  of  confcience  and  evidence  of  judgmer‘ 
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againft  the  law  ; how  can  the  church  ftalk  in 
to  decide  for  either,  without  fuppofing  or  ufurping 
the  right  of  both  for  herfelf  ? 

Let  us  recolleftthe  conduft  of  Catholics  for  this 
laft  century.  They  could  not  but  hate  the  govern- 
ment.— They  muft  have  been  bad  fubje&s  to  the 
ftate,  becaufe  difobedient  to  the  church.  The  infe- 
ference  neceffarily  flows  from  the  doctrine  of  afcend- 
ancy.  Return  to  fadlfrom  this  cruel  theory.  The 
Catholics  have  fuffered  in  filence  and  obeyed  the 
law.  They  were  faithful  to  a ftate  which  marked 
them  out  for  its  choiceft  torments,  and  yet  difbe- 
lieved  the  tenets  and  difavowed  the  authority  of 
a church  eftablifhment.  Thefe  Papifts  too,  had 
been  granted  a part  of  fundamental  right  by -the 
conditions  of  Limerick,  and  on  this  ratification, 
equal  to  a coronation  oath,  did  William  ac- 
cede to  the  total  fovereignty  of  Ireland.  Was  this 
oath  broken,  was  thePapifl  enflaved,  or  reftricfted, 
as  the  fellows  call  it,  for  feventy  years?  Was  the 
child  armed  againft  the  parent,  all  focial  inter- 
courfe  burften  afunder,  all  natural  right  inverted, 
all  legal  opprobrium  heaped  on  ? The  Papifts  have 
borne  with  all  this;  the  Proteftants  could  not 
brook  in  the  king  the  tyrannic  prerogative  of 
three  years.  Thefe  Papifts,  fay  the  freemen,  are 
bad  fubje£ls ; — the  Exclufive  Proteftant  alone  Qan 
be  loyal.  Go  back  to  your  homes  men  Qf 
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Philidium : we  mud  flill  be  fpeaking  on  reafon  and 
truth,  perhaps  on  mercy.  What  have  you  to  do 
with  us  here  ? fuch  names  have  never  haunted 
you  in  all  your  political  dreaming. 

The  exercife  of  the  Popifh  religion  had  been 
forbidden  fince  Richard  II. — very  wife  and  very 
true  ; the  grievance  has  been  more  enormous  and 
more  lading;  but  let  the  fools  pafs. — So  then  a 
popifh  date  could  reftrid  a popifh  church,  and 
yet,  fay  the  Freemen,  church  and  date  are  phyfi- 
cally  one.  The  Roman  Catholics  have  obeyed 
the  date  and  difobeyed  the  church.  They  are 
accufed  of  the  one,  and  not  of  the  other.  Yet 
there  is  no  didindlion  between  church  and  date. 
The  Author  of  Redemption  paid  tribute  to  Caefar. 
Did  he  acknowledge  the  afcendancy  of  Heathen- 
ifm  ? The  Parliament,  fays  Blackdone,  can 
change  the  religion  of  the  date,  yet  church  and 
date  are  indivifible. 

THe  Papids  obey  a foreign  power.  They  do 
obey  the  head  of  the  Catholic  family  in  what 
concerns  the  execution  of  fpiritual  authority. 
Is  this  dangerous  to  the  date  ? Is  not  every  man 
to  obey  his  own  confcience,  and  this  a povrer  above 
all  church  and  date  and  throne  and  domination  ? 
The  French  biihops  obeyed  the  fame  power,  and 
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are  now  in  exile  for  their  king  ; and,  though 
that  foreign  power  fhould  enjoin  their  return, 
they  would  not  return.  The  chriftians  under 
Nero  obeyed  a foreign  power  : they  fuffered  as 
traitors,  yet  I cannot  call  them  bad  fubje&s. 

Let  it  ftand  recorded  to  the  unfading  honor  of 
afcendancy  that  this  argument  has  been  tranfcrib- 
ed  from  the  pure  text  of  the  gofpel.  This  man, 
faid  the  multitude,  (inftru&ed  by  its  do&ors  of 
law  in  unanimity)  is  raifmg  fedition,  and  making 
another  kirfg  : If  you  fet  him  free,  you  are  not 

the  friend  of  Caefar,  but  we  exclufively  have 
Caefar  for  our  king.  The  evangelical  Freemen, 
while  they  may  boafl:  in  the  precedent,  can  obferve, 
that  in  the  earlieft  ages  of  chriftianity,  A MAN 
has  been  condemned  for  teaching  this  papifti- 
cal  do&rine  of  a diftinft  authority,  and  that  the 
eftabliftied  church  declared  it  impoflible  to  obey  a 
fpiritual  power  and  be  loyal  to  a temporal  fove- 
reign.  Let  them  take  this  hint  as  a donation ; 
if  they  will  not  as  an  alms,  they  (hall  have  it  as 
their  due. 

“ The  Catholics  have  prefumed  to  petition  par- 
" liament,  fuppofing  that  our  king  might  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  break  his  coronation  oath.”  To 
this  irreverent  and  traitorous  lie,  the  proper 
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anfwer  had  been  the  whip  of  the  hangman.  The 
coronation  oath  promifes  the  fuppoit  of  the  gof- 
pel,  and  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
church  as  by  law  eftablifhed.  And  does  the  gof- 
pel  repeal  glory  to  God,  peace  on  earth  and 
union  amongft  mankind  ? Does  it  command  to 
curfe  thofe  who  blefs  you,  to  hate  our  neighbour, 
to  draw  the  fword,  to  opprefs  the  guiltl'efs  ? Does 
it  repeal  all  juftice,  or  enforce  all  juftice  in  mercy  ? 
If  it  does  not,  if  its  reign  is  peace,  and  its  king- 
dom is  charity,  why  will  this  rabble  intercept  the 
mercy  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  charity  of  the  king  ? 
The  rights  of  the  church  are  defined  by  law,  en- 
acted by  the  king’s  authority,  and  by  the  advice  of 
parliament.  If  thofe  rights  are  grown  obnoxious 
to  common  jufiice,  the  fupreme  acting  juftice  can 
fet  them  afide.  Every  right  and  privilege  of  the 
part  muft  be  a tendon  of  the  whole.  When  par- 
tial right  becomes  incommenfurable  to  the  ftand* 
ard  of  public  happinefs,  it  is  an  overgrown  evil, 
a vicious  excrefcence  which  muft  be  refcinded 
and  cauterized  : The  falvation  of  the  people  is  the 
only  law  which  no  ftatute  can  refcind,  nor  pref- 
cription  annul. —But  to  what  purpofe  calumniate 
the  church  ? Does  not  Killala,  does  not  Olfory 
know  the  privilege  of  the  church  ? are  they  not 
interefted  in  their  own  ? Y et  thefe  are  foremoft 
amcngft  the  advocates  of  human  nature.  If  the 
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ecclefiaftical  right  be  obnoxious  to  juftice,  it  is 
fufpended  by  the  gofpel ; for  in  the  coronation 
oath  the  gofpel  is  the  fundamental  law  of  church 
authority,  and  the  gofpel  we  conceive  does  ngt 
ena£t  the  penal  code. 

When  the  great  and  holy  Author  of  our  Hope 
fcourged  away  the  ufurers  from  the  temple,  did 
he  then  ufurp  the  authority  of  magiftrate  ? No 
furely,  he  drove  them  but  to  the  verge  of  the 
holy  place.  Let  the  minifters  of  the  eftablifhed 
church  emulate  this  pattern  and  become  immor- 
tal. At  this  moment  the  Shylocks  of  afcendancy 
would  teach  the  flate  to  cozen  the  people,  to 
to  avail  them  of  public  diftrefs,  to  force  them  to 
pawn  their  allegiance  for  a needy  relief,  and  to 
depreciate,  like  a difhoneft  buyer,  that  allegiance 
which  they  would  purchafe.  Already  the  ufurers 
of  common  right  have  taken  refuge  in  the  church 
of  God.  They  have  brought  into  the  fan£luary 
their  (lore  of  fraud,  their  falfe  weights  and  mea- 
fures,  their  bloody  bonds,  their  deftroying  fta- 
tutes  and  landed  property.  O you,  who  are  the 
minifters  of  heavenly  mercy,  arife,  affert  your 
inheritance,  fcourge  away  thefe  robbers  from 
their  laft  afylum.  For  this  houfe  is  the  houfe  of 
prayer  and  propitiation,  and  they  have  made  it 
the  cavern  of  aflaillns. 
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When  we  compare  this  defiance  of  Royal 
Prerogative  with  the  invitation  to  arms,  which 
immediately  follows,  we  may  eafily  judge  of  the 
allegiance  of  thofe  Exclufive  men.  After  gravely 
telling  the  higher  powers,  that  the  fecurity  of 
the  ftate  and  throne  is  founded  on  the  necks  of 
the  Popifh  (laves,  after  ludicroufly  weeping  over 
the  fall  of  evangelical  defpotifm,  and  the  refto- 
ration  of  illegal  chi  iftianity,  they  hang  up  their 
harps  on  the  willows  of  Babylon,  and  put  on  the 
armour  of  the  Lord ; they  proceed  then  to  the 
depofition  of  the  Sovereign,  and  to  the  alarm  of 
civil  war.  Faithful  guardians  indeed  of  order 
and  juflice,  firm  fupporters  of  the  throne  and 
gofpellers  of  loyalty,  they  pronounce,  that 
a King,  in  granting  mercy  to  his  people, 
fhall  have  abdicated  the  throne  ; the  legifla- 
live  power  is  diffolved,  and  the  laft  appeal 
is  to  be  made  to  Heaven  again.  Such  is  the 
nature  of  all  aiTociation  for  evil-doing  : Thefe 
men  had  called  the  profits  of  their  own  mono- 
poly— the  bkfhngs  of  the  conftitution,  and  be- 
lieved perhaps  their  hatred  to  focial  bappinefs  to 
be  attachment  to  the  laws,  and  heroic  patriot- 
ifm.  No  fooner  has  the  Sovereign  broken  with 
indignation  the  iron  rod,  and  declared  him  not 
the  keeper  of  many  (laves,  nor  the  inflrument 
of  little  tyranny,  but  the  Lard  of  all  hisfubjefts, 
and  the  Father  of  all  his  people,  than  a faucy 
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conventicle  pricks  up  its  ears  and  brays  forth  its 
oppofition  to  the  higheft  authority.  They  will 
rather  quit,  all  duty,  than  be  deprived  of  the 
privilege  of  doing  ill  ; they  will  not  obey  a 
King,  but  they  will  a {fault  with  a letter  of 
marque  ; they  join  with  any  man  for  plunder, 
and  this  with  them  is  loyalty  and  attachment ; 
they  will  facrifice  all  allegiance  rather  than  obey 
the  Sovereign,  whom  they  had  regarded  only  as 
their  leader, — and  now  difcover  to  have  been  their 
Lord  in  juftice,  not  their  accomplice  in  rapine. 

But  their  mention  of  coronation  oath  and 
abdication  deferves  another  reprimand,  as  it  is 
not  only  fraudulent  but  wicked  : the  comparifon 
of  a King,  the  meekefl  that  England  has  ever 
feen,  with  James  the  Second,  is  bafe,  and  fhame- 
lefs,  and  atrocious.  I affirm,  that  no  man  of 
honor  could  have  heard  fuch  an  infmuation  re- 
folved,  who  had  an  arm  left  to  fell  the  ruffian 
that  introduced  it. 

I 

Their  refpect  for  the  Legiflature  is  not  more 
dutiful  than  their  reverence  to  Majefly.  Not 
content  with  a long  and  (lupid  homily  on  the 
duty  of  Parliament,  fuch  as  might  have  done 
honor  to  Praife-god-barebones  and  his  contempla- 
tive brethren,  they  caution  the  Lords  fpiritual 
and  temporal  with  the  Commons-houfe,  againfl 
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admitting  Popifh  influence  into  the  date ; for 
thus  the  influence  which  the  Protedant  nobility 
and  gentry  do  at  prefent  hold  over  the  Parliament 
mud  be  done  away.  There  is  a committee  of 
privilege  to  proted  the  honors  of  the  legifla- 
ture : the  Freemen  are  the  champions  of  the 
State,  and  yet  declare  that  the  parliament  ads 
under  the  influence  of  the  nobility  and  gentry. 
This  infult  has  not  been  refented,  becaufe  not 
felt.  The  fellows  have  nobly  chofen  the  objeds 
of  their  anger,  they  will  infult  none  but  thofe 
whom  a coward  may  infult  : either  thofe  who 
defpife  them,  or  thofe  whom  they  have  difarmed. 
This,  notwithdanding,  mud  ferve  as  an  honorable 
proof  of  the  goodnefs  of  the  nation,  and  the 
littlenefs  of  the  conventicle  : if  the  Legiflature 
accede  to  the  enlargement  of  the  Catholic  body, 
the  ad  mud  be  deemed  the  decided  will  of  the 
Protedant  edablifhment,  fince  procured  under 
their  influence.  The  Afcendancy  is  out-weighed 
by  numbers  at  lead,  but  wTe  mud  throw  in 
their  worth  and  honedy  to  redore  the  pre- 
ponderance. 

Again,  fays  the  reverend  convocation,  <c  the 
Catholics  are  feized  but  of  one  fiftieth  part  of 
the  landed  property.”  A calculation  fo  immenfely 
wife  feems  to  indicate,  that  fome  maker  of 
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almanacks,  or  mathematical  man  had  produced 
the  conceit : for  I do  not  fuppofe  them  fo  a&ive 
as  to  employ  a committee  for  reconnoitering  the 
Popifh  territory. 

From  this  they  infer  that  the  Papifls  fhould 
not  be  redreflfed*  But  this  we  prefume  to  be  a 
flur  upon  their  own  do&rine,  inferted  by  the 
fame  Freeman  who  had  refolved,  that  the  Papifls 
were  averfe  to  penal  law  and  reftri&ive  indul- 
gence. The  depreflion  of  the  Popifh  body  muft 
have  been  great  indeed,  when  three  millions  of 
Papifls  hold  the  fiftieth  fraction  of  the  fhare  of 
400,000.  The  Catholics  are  furely  prefumptu- 
ous,  in  complaining  of  laws  which  prote£t 
every  right,  and  aflift  none,  and  of  fuch  an 
ample  participation  of  civic  right  as  beftows  on 
them  the  unbounded  exercife  of  beggary. 

But  Papifls  who  argue  not  on  the  fa&  which 
is  avowed,  but  on  its  principle  and  neceffary 
confequence  infer  otherwife.  When  the  opera- 
tion of  law  is  fo  partial  as  conflantly  to  transfer 
to  one  fide  the  force  and  to  the  other  the  means, 
a total  deficiency  muft  terminate  the  exhauftive 
progrefftoti  on  either  fide.  We  fhall  have  here 
a ftarved  multitude  of  Haves,  on  the  other  a 
faction  crippled  by  luxury.  The  hungry  muft 
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wreft  what  they  cannot  acquire *,  the  rich,  encum- 
bered by  fuperfluous  property,  rnuft  yield,  and 
the  ftate  is  loft  in  all  the  impunity  of  crimes. 
Men  of  Afcendancy  fee  here  your  triumph  ! you 
would  provoke  to  crimes,  that  you  may  deftroy 
the  criminal  ; you  raife  the  tumult,  that  you  may 
exercife  martial  law  ; — but  beware  of  your  own 
policy  : — When  once  a multitude  has  broken  all 
order,  and  is  urged  by  defpair  and  invited  by 
booty,  you  might  not  find  then  as  much  mercy 
from  the  unprincipled  rabble  of  your  own  clafs, 
as  you  experience  of  tamenefs  in  the  popifh 
Haves. 

The  worthy  Secretary  might  have  obferved 
this  confequence,  and  propofed  a good  remedy ; 
he  might  have  proved,  that  all  this  people  fhould 
he  exterminated,  for  they  are  beggars,  and 
beggars  muft  be  thieves.  This  would  be  nipping 
the  evil  in  the  bud.  And  to  fhew  his  learning, 
he  might  add,  that  the  expedient  of  drowning 
the  poor  had  been  pra<51ifed  long  before  the 
Reformation,  by  a worthy  Emperor  of  Rome, 
(confequently  a Papift)  and  by  Pharaoh  a very 
worthy  Egyptian  King,  and  the  great  Patriarch 
of  Afcendancy. 

But  the  Exclufive  Knaves  are  fore  afraid  of 
popifh  plots.  From  the  Afcendancy  of  the 
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moon  they  bring  us  down  an  apocalypfe,  or 
the  final  reparation  of  Ireland  from  Great-Britain. 
The  Papills  as  foon  as  they  get  into  power,  will 
ered:  a popifh  government,  and  rebel  againft 
England,  and  kill  all  the  Freemen  in  their  beds* 
or  blow  them  up  into  the  air,  whilft  they  are 
thinking  on  nothing  at  all. — This  is  an  aftrolo- 
gical  ladder  indeed  to  the  intellectual  world,  a 
difliliation  of  the  various  offences  of  impofli- 
bility,  which  a wife  Secretary  has  filtered  into 
a ballad,  for  the  infiru&ion  of  Parliament. 

The  kingdom  of  Ireland  at  this  prefent  time, 
has  no  other  connection  with  England,  but  that 
of  one  common  Conftitution,  one  common 
Parent,  and  one  allegiance  to  both.*— Yet  this 
kingdom  of  Ireland  is,  to  the  fifter  country,  fo 
effential,  that  it  can  never  be  loft  without  a 
ftruggle,  nor  parted  but  by  foreign  affiflance, 
nor  maintained  by  any  foreign  afiiftance  againfP 
the  immediate  fuperiority  of  England,  Let  the 
country  be  ever  fo  defencciefs  again  ft  an  enemy, 
it  is  alwrays  more  open  to  the  neighbouring  power 
and  while  England  is  an  united  kingdom,  and  a 
maritime  power,  it  muff  cither  be  the  ally,  the  pro- 
tecfrefs,  or  the  tyrant  of  this  nation.  The  Papifts, 
if  they  are  admitted  into  power,  will  feparate  from 
England.  To  what  purpofe  ? Is  it  to  gain 

freedom  ? but  you  fuppofe  them  free  and 
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powerful.  Is  it  to  fubjedt  the  country  to  a foreign 
Monarch  ?~that  might  happen,  if  ever  men 
knowing  or  enjoying  freedom,  have  cad  it  off ; 
or  if  the  Papifts  had  not  enjoyed  enough  of 
flavery  to  appreciate  its  bleflings,  Yet  if  Ireland 
feparate  fhe  muff  give  up  her  freedom  to  fon\e 
foreign  power  ; —if  fhe  does  not,  fhe  is  alone 
and  unequal ; — if  fhe  does,  no  foreign  power  will 
prefer  a precarious  conqueft,  a defencelefs  and  bar- 
ren flate,  to  the  friendfhip  of  England.  . Invafion 
then  might  ferve  the  enemy,  but  can  never  benefit 
the  country ; though  it  may  be  retained  as  a flake 
for  peace,  or  as  a domeftic  annoyance  and  di- 
verfion  of  arms,  it  mull;  return  to  its  natural 
fuperior  in  peace,  and  experience  the  chaftife* 
ment  of  ail  unfaithful  friends. 

We  are  to  fuppofe  then  that  Papifts,  as  foon  as 
they  are  fixed,  will  endeavour  to  ejedt  themfelves; 
to  revive  the  penal  laws,  and  the  flaughtering 
tribunal  of  Afcendancy  ; to  add  the  crime  of  in- 
gratitude to  unavailing  treafon : — as  foon  as  all 
diftindtions  fhall  have  done  away;  when  the 
children  have  been  accuftomed  to  the  authority 
of  a Proteftant  father,  and  the  embraces  of  a 
Popifh  mother  ; when  the  oppofition  of  religious 
belief  fhall  have  joifted  the  common  union,  and 
both  names  are  interwoven  into  all  the  in- 

extricable 


( *9  ) 


extricable  mazes  of  family  love ; 'when  the 
Papift  hopes  for  nothing  more,  and  is  engrafted 
on  the  conftitution  ; when  all  attempt  is  impofli- 
ble  to  human  means,  and  contradictory  to  human 
nature  ; — the  deftroying  angel  of  Popery  is  to 
feud  along  the  land,  to  create  darknefs  palpable 
in  the  noon-day,  and  to  flay  all  the  firft-born  of 
the  Egyptians. 

Let  the  fubtle  hounds  of  Afcendancy  purfue 
this  feent,  it  is  fucb  a game  as  they  can  well 
mumble.  This  feCt  of  Charlatans  is  fo  well 
verfed  in  hypothefis,  that  do  you  but  ftart  an 
abfurdity,  and  they  can  trace  it  through  every 
winding  of  delirium.  I hope  that  our  worthy 
magiftrates  will  make  good  fearch  after  thofe 
idle  and  diforderly  perfons,  and  contrive  fome 
means  of  employing  their  bodies  unto  common 
edification. 

And  were  the  Catholics  rebellious  in  the  def- 
cent  of  Conflans,  in  the  invafion  of  Prince 
Charles,  or  during  the  lafl  war  ? they  had  then 
none  other  than  foreign  education,  foreign  ho- 
nors, foreign  minifters  of  religion,  at  home  infult, 
favage  law,  mercilefs  execution,  the  dungeon  and 
the  beadle’s  fcourge.  Now,  thofe  who  had  cho- 
rifhed  their  youth,  and  foftered  their  ambition, 
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have  difgraced  all  piety,  and  blafphenied  all  God- 
head, and  maffacred  all  good  men.  It  mufl  he  a 
ft  range  revolution  indeed,  which  could  induce 
the  Papift  to  abjure  every  do£lrine  of  redemption, 
and  affociate  with  the  determined  enemies  of 
heaven  and  murderers  of  mankind,  for  the  fatil- 
fa&ion  of  Hutting  the  nofe  of  a lithe-pro&or. 
As  long  as  the  Catholics  remain  attached  to  that 
religion  which  the  Freemen  would  deftroy,  they 
cannot  fliew  lefs  moderation  in  profperity,  than 
they  have  proved  of  heroifm  in  fervitude.  But 
there  is  a goal  to  all  human  patience,  though  no 
limit  to  fu  fie  ring.  The  French  would  not  hear  of 
a religion  which  preached  meeknefs  to  tyrants  : 
and  perhaps,  had  not  the  goodnefs  of  legiilature 
interpofed,  and  given  refuge  to  mifery  from  a per- 
fecting and  fhamelefs  faction,  the  Papifls  at  this 
moment  had  call  off  all  religion,  and  loyalty,  and 
humanity,  and  done  horrible  revenge  upon  their 
tormentors. 

It  is  not  fo.  I have  wronged  you  my  bre- 
thren, in  words,  though  not  in  meaning.  If 
your  meeknefs  had  not  been  unexampled,  and 
tutored  by  the  rugged  tutoring  of  a Babylonian 
Captivity,  you  too  might  have  been  like  other 
men.  The  ftate  is  nowr  preparing  to  redeem  you  : 
perfevere  in  your  own  peculiar  virtues,  in  loyalty 
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in  forbearance,  in  doing  good.  The  ad  of  deli- 
verance for  you  fhalHnot  be  a forced  nor  unwil- 
ling gift,  but  the  reward  of  great  virtue  and 
meritorious  fullering.  Forgive  the  tranfports  of 
your  enemies  $ they  rave  becaufe  their  time  is 
fhorr.  One  effort  as  yet  they  have  to  make,  a 
vain  effort,  and  then  to  blafpheme  God  and  die* 

The  Academicians  propofe  to  parliament  a 
new  and  jocular  method  of  relief,  which  is  by 
rejeding  all  repeal,  and  cc  rather  difcouraging 
Papifts.”  This  cautious  qualification  does  not  fave 
the  text,  but  certainly  imports  fome  new  reftid- 
ion.  The  giant  of  Popery  has  been  felled  to  the 
earth,  like  Typhoeus,  and  mull  be  kept  in  lowlinefs 
by  new  burdens.  True ; — but  for  this  you  fhould 
have  the  arms  of  Typhoeus.  or  the  omnipotence 
of  heaven.  His  flature  and  ftrength  (till  increafe 
in  his  defeat,  and  parent  earth  affifls  her  native 
offspring.  The  fame  force  which  led  away  the 
fhorn  Nazarite  could  not  fave  the  eflablifhment  of 
the  temple  of  Dagon.  His  fight  had  been  taken 
away,  but  the  roots  of  his  ftrength  had  not  been 
plucked  up.  Reftrid  the  Papift  by  law,  and  fuffer 
his  population  to  multiply.  The  difproportion  be- 
tween the  commanding  and  the  obeying  becomes 
fo  great,  that  your  attradive  force  is  the  attrading 
force  of  the  mote  to  the  fun,  and  your  repulfive 
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power  that  of  the  atom  to  the  falling  ftar.  You 
are  the  numerator  indeed  of  a fra&ion,  but  of  a 
fra&ion  fo  great,  that  your  fuperiority  is  ab- 
forbed  in  the  fubjedl  multitude.  u The  Papifts 
having  one  fiftieth  part  of  the  public  pro- 
perty have  already  too  much.  If  they  had  more 
they  might  be  formidable.” 

Not  fo  I think.  A fated  lion  will  Hot  aflault 
you,  but  fcourge  the  famifhed  tigrefs  and  think  to 
fetter  her  with  fhreds  of  parchment.  If  you 
give  the  lion  his  fhare,  if  you  tame  him  with 
kindnefs,  if  you  feduce  him  by  endearment  he  is 
all  your  own.  The  animal  is  noble  and  has  given 
proofs  of  generofity.  Whip  him  with  fcor- 
pions,  bait  him  with  hunger,  ravifh  his  cubs,  he 
flies  away  to  the  firft  covert  and  fprings 
forth  upon  you  as  you  pafs  along.  The 
Freemen  fear  for  the  feparation  of  England  from 
Ireland  when  Papifts  have  been  freed,  when  they 
have  every  intereft  in  preferving  the  newly  ac- 
quired bleffmg,  and  no  pofhbility,  nor  hope,  nor 
temptation  for  throwing  it  away.  But  they  fear 
not  the  revenge  of  the  Papifts,  nor  can  they 
imagine,  how  a people  which  clings  by  the  filmy 
thread  of  exiftence  to  this  couhtry,  fhould  look 
around  for  that  deliverance  which  they  expeft 
not  from  home. 
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£C  The  religion,  of  Papifts  is  that  of  fools  and 
knaves.”  So,  we  conceive,  the  Freemen  do  think 
and  fuch  might  have  been  the  refponfe  of  ancient 
Caiphas,  that  mitred  Caliph  of  Jewifti  afcend- 
ancy,  who  flood  up  in  the  midnight  Sanhedrim 
to  move  that  fome  one  good  man  at  leaft  ihould 
be  arretted  and  murdered  for  the  good  of  his 
church.*  But  of  this  Pharifee  we  (hall  fay  very 

* John , ii.  50.  The  Sanhedrim  was  a fecret  committee, 
of  which  the  Prefident  was  the  Right  Reverend  Caiphas 
himfelf.  It  had  always  in  its  pay  a feletft  body  of  falfe 
witnefles  and  informers.  Its  maxim  was  to  raife  an  alarm, 
to  invent  a charge,  to  feize  ad  libitum , an  honed:  man  for 
punifhment,  to  condemn  with  great  folemnity,  and  then 
infer  their  own  vigilance  and  ufe  in  the  ftate,  from  the 
number  of  executions.  This  maxim  of  Caiphas,  fays  the 
text,  was  difcovered  in  prophefv,  and  had  a reference  to 
all  his  fucceflors  for  evermore. 

44  Defer iptio  ingenii  ejus  generis  quos  vulgo  Politicos  vacant , qui 
44  honejlo  atque  jujlo  infuper  habito  nihil  prater  utilitatem  fpeftant, 
“ utilitatem  quam  publicam  vacant  cutnplerumque  mere  privata  ft, 
44  Eandem  fententiam  Mufulmannici  magiftri  Sclimo  diflarunt. 

44  Grotius  ad  Joannem,  p.  535. This  is  the  portrait  of 

44  a clafs  of  men  who  are  commonly  called  divines,  who 
46  meddle  in  politics,  and  who  have  no  other  object  in 
44  view  but  profit;  this  profit  they  are  always  declaiming  on  ; 
44  they  call  it  the  good  of  the  ftate,  but  it  really  fignines 
44  their  own  private  intereft;  and  this  intereft  they  prefer 
44  to  every  confideration  of  decency  and  juftice.  The  fame 
44  fecret  of  policy  was  alfo  imparted  to  Selim  by  the 
44  Infidel  prelates  of  the  Mulfulmanic  church. 


( 34  ) 


little : he  has  been  damned  from  time  imme- 
morial ; and  why  fpeak  of  felons  gibbeted  fo  long 
ago  ? His  only  eulogium  is  this,  that  he  built  a 
palace  which  we  hope  fome  honefter  Jew  may 
fucceed  to  ; he  fhamed  a bad  caufe  by  his  name ; 
he  ruined  an  execrable  faction  by  his  alliance  ; he 
ferved  the  interefts  of  virtue  by  his  odious  exam- 
ple ; and  after  fo  many  fervices,  and  fo  many 
crimes,  has  now  furvived  the  recolledion  of  pub- 
lic contempt. 

The  PapiH  is  too  meek  to  projed  his  own  de- 
liverance.— I believe  indeed  the  Papifl  to  be  too 
confcientious  for  a wrorld  of  Exclufive  Freemen, 
but  I would  not  tell  the  Freemen  to  keep  in  too 
great  fecurity  when  fufferings  are  great,  the 
mind  undergoes  a great  revolution  : the  afs  of 
Balaam,  fo  paflive  and  demure,  rebuked  his 
mailer  : the  ftoic,  whofe  only  axiom  had  been 
to  fuffer  and  to  forbear,  was  converted  to  the 
dodrine  of  pleafure  by  a fcalding  rheum. — If  the 
Afcendancy-men  triumph  over  the  legillature, 
and  continue  their  policy,  perhaps  providence 
will  open  one  day  the  mouths  of  thofe  very  beaks 
of  burden,  which  the  Freemen  beftride ; and 
which,  not  content  with  Hinting  in  provender, 
they  goad  with  infult,  and  overpower  with 
church-furniture.  I do  not  wifh  for  fuch  a 
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miracle  ; but  I forefee,  that  if  ever  this  day  arrive, 
the  rebuke  of  the  afs  may  be  a very  ferious  in- 
terrogatory. 

“ The  Papifts  are  ambitious  and  craving, 
though  redridled  ; they  bear  with  impatience 
their  fervitude ; they  are  a dangerous  rival  to  the 
date  If  their  fervitude  be  unmerited,  why 
opprefs  them  ? if  this  ambition  be  honed,  why 
redrift  it  ? if  their  cravings  be  juft,  do  not  re- 
fufe  to  their  craving.  They  are  a rival  to  the 
date  ; is  it  to  the  offices  in  the  date  ? this  cannot 
be, — they  hold  no  oppofition  here : is  it  to 
judice  ? this  their  conduct  refutes  : is  it  to  the 
prefent  eftablifhment  of  Afcendancy  ? let  the 
rivaldiip  be  taken  away,  by  taking  away  the 
Afcendancy ; — for  the  rivallhip  is  not  between 
Popery  and  Afcendancy,  but  between  human 
nature,  impatient  of  wrong,  and  infolent  power 
exercifing  the  wrong:— this  mud  be  dedro^ed, 
becaufe  the  other  is  invincible. 

Such  is  our  cure. The  freemen  however, 

proceed  on  the  cafe,  as  the  profeffior  of  Laputa 
in  the  colical  pain  : To  conciliate  the  Catholics, 
they  propofe  a dratagem  for  irritating  ; to  fatisfy 
their  * ambition,  they  purpofe  another  degrada- 
tion j to  dop  their  complaints,  they  would  afford 
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new  and  unprovoked  matter  of  remonftrance  ; 
to  weaken  their  oppofition,  they  provoke  them  by 
new  threats  and  by  a call  to  arms  ; to  render  them 
attached  to  the  hate,  they  would  have  the  hate 
declare  itfelf  the  irreconcileable  enemy  of  Papifts; 
to  detach  from  all  foreign  connexion,  they 
pufli  them  on  to  defpair, — in  which,  every  little 
fuccour  is  grafped  by  the  ' convulfive  force  of 
agony.  I wonder  why  they  have  not  alfo  pro- 
pofed  the  exerciling  of  martial  law  upon  the 
perfons  of  the  petitioners  : — the  fyftem  had  been 
ftill  the  fame,  and  this  folution  could  not  aggra- 
vate the  ill,  it  could  only  haflen  the  crifis. 

Their  confiftency  is  truly  admirable  in  fafis 
and  ratiocination  : — - — they  mean  to  have  the 
Catholics  all  put  in  requifition  for  the  allegiance, 
oath.  It  might  feem  then,  that  Popifh  oaths  are 
fincere ; — and  with  what  claim  of  effrontery  do 
they  affert  the  ftate  to  be  endangered  from  the 
friendfhip  of  Catholics,  when  their  promife  is 
certain  under  the  pain  of  wrong  ? The  Catho- 
lics are  vindi&ive,  and  not  inclined  to  extenuate 
their  own  fufferings ; — yet  fo  meek,  fo  loyal,  fo 
tenacious  of  • principle  as  they  are,  they  wil] 
deftroy  their  friends  after  protecting  their  ene- 
mies. Upon  what , model  have  the  Freemen 
fcrolled  this  caricature  of  human  nature? — It 
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appears  they  have  never  feen  as  yet  any  other 
effigies  of  a Papift,  but  that  which  they  burn  in 
their  anniverfary  riot. 

And  here  I cannot  but  fpeak  a few  words  to 
the  very  oath  of  allegiance,  which  the  Catholics 
do  make,  and  humbly  befeech  the  legiflature  to 
blot  this  indecent  memorial  from  the  fair  charac- 
ters of  law.  This  oath  is  fo  infulting  to  the 
native  honedy  of  every  heart,  that  extreme 
mifery  alone  could  have  preferred  fuch  difhonor 
to  fuch  oppreflion,  and  the  preparation  of  gall 
to  the  fcorching  third  of  agony.  The  Papid 
is  invited  to  promife  allegiance,  and  when  he  has 
given  his  heart,  he  is  then  forced  to  declare  him- 
felf  not  perjured,  nor  furnifhed  with  an  indul- 
gence for  cancelling  this  promife.  The  date 
degrades  the  captive,  while  it  feems  to  (hew 
mercy  : — it  forces  him  to  fign  an  abjuration  ? 
which,  if  the  imputed  infamy  be  real,  is  una- 
vailing, and  which  is  mod  outrageous  if  the  im- 
putation be  falfe  If  the  Papid  has  obtained  an 
indulgence  for  breaking  an  oath,  he  mud  alfo 
have  obtained  one  for  making  a lying  declara- 
tion ; the  indulgence  were  of  no  avail,  if  he 
can  be  forced  to  confefs  it  ; — the  indulgence  is 
the  crime, — and  what  man,  for  the  purpofe  of 
avoiding  an  imputation,  confelfes  the  crime  of 
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which  he  (lands  arraigned.  This  a£l  of  relief 
is  ignoble,  and  unworthy  of  our  prefent  times. 
The  good  legiflature  had  feen  the  injuftice  of 
penal  law,  and  the  forbearance  of  Catholics 
and  the  rage  of  their  adverfary  : — they  refolved 
to  relieve  the  fufferer,  yet  fatisfy  the  enemy ; to 
rellore  the  price  of  blood,  but  not  the  fame  of 
the  juft  men  ; to  difavow  all  fufpicion,  and  yet 
perpetuate  the  llander  ; to  eafe  their  own  con- 
ference, yet  juftify  the  paft  rigour  \ to  acquit  of 
the  crime,  yet  appeafe  the  mercilefs  enemy  by 
a flagellation.  The  Catholic  is  invited  to  join 
with  all  honeft  men  to  declare  his  allegiance, 
and  yet  is  examined  on  the  fincerity  of  his  pro- 
fefikm  ; his  honefly  is  firft  fuppoled,  then  doubt- 
ed of  ;■ — and  at  laft  admitted,  on  the  very  prin- 
ciple in  queftion  : — If  the  doubt  be  (incere,  the 
proof  is  a vicious  circle  5 if  the  proof  be  fair,  the 
doubt  is  an  injury.  Has  ever  fuch  an  oath  as  this 
been  propofed,  in  any  court  of  juflice,  or  tranfa&i- 
on  of  private  compact  ? Has  ever  the  oath  of  any 
man.  Indicted  for  perjury,  been  admitted  againft 
the  charge  ; or  has  the  chara&er  of  any  man, 
whofe  oath  were  declared  unequivocal,  been 
prefented  for  perjury  on  this  very  oath  ? When 
the  legiflature  has  wafhed  its  hands  from  the 
blood  of  innocent  men,  why  crouch  to  the 
rabble,  and  attempt  to  fave  by  fcorn,  what  it 
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fhould  proteft  by  juftice  ? This  vain  expedient 
of  fearful  juftice  and  diftembled  mercy,  without 
. fecuring  the  allegiance,  wounds  the  character  oi 
the  fubject  by  a lafting  imputation  ; it  teaches 
unnatural  crime  by  inventing  the  means  ; it  gives 
probability  to  fufpicion,  and  fufpicion  to  inno- 
cence ; it  appeals  from  the  accufer  to  the  accufed, 
and  from  the  accufed  to  the  accufer;  it  efta- 
blifhes  nothing,  becaufe  it  declares  that  nothing 
can  be  eftabliftied  ; it  opens  its  arms  for  embrace, 
it  feeks  for  the  invifible  inftrument  of  aftafiina- 
tion,  and  then  opens  its  arms  again  ; it  repeals 
policy  by  juftice,  juftice  by  policy,  and  then 
repeals  both  and  nothing  ; it  is  a promife,  with 
a referve  againft  the  promife;  an  acquittal  of 
the  crime,  with  an  exhibition  in  the  pillory  : — it 
fhould  have  been  the  policy,  the  wifdom,  and 
the  truth  of  Exclufive  Freemen. 

I wifh  for  the  eternity  of  the  conftitution, 
becaufe  I love  impartial  juftice  ; I reverence  my 
King  becaufe  he  is  the  life  of  the  ftate  ; I fwear 
attachment  to  both  ; I can  fight  for  the  facred 
laws  of  Sparta  ; I can  die  if  needful  ; — But  may 
I perifh  beneath  the  heavy  crofs,  and  be  caft 
away  on  the  Golgotha  of  the  bones  of  my  fathers, 
rather  than  fign  a fufpicious  a£t  of  grace,  and 
appear  before  my  mercilefs  enemies  in  the  ragged 
purple  coat,  which  marks  me  traitor  in  principle, 
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honefl  in  colour,  impoftor  by  pra&ice,  and  dif- 
miffed  for  a fool. 

v They  fear  a popifh  democracy  ; — as  if  Popery 
had  been  incorporated  with  any  form  of  govern- 
ment. The  politicians  have  been  juft  com- 
plaining of  Popery,  for  the  feparation  of  church 
and  ftate,  which  are  indivifible  ; but  now  the 
Knaves  contradict  the  charge,  and  accufe  Popery 
of  being  neceftarily  joined  with  democratic 
authority  : — wonderful  difcretion  of  fpirits,  and 
impartiality  of  judgment.  It  is  not  enough  that 
the  Papifts  ftiould  be  criminal,  if  they  commit 
not  every  crime  : iniquity  multiplies  the  Hander, 
until  iniquity  gives  the  lie  to  herfelf.  An  able 
writer  has  accufed  the  Rornifh  clergy  of  remiff- 
nefs  in  the  common  caufe;  the  Freemen  accufe 
the  religion  of  too  great  violence  : from  the 
imputations  of  both  we  {hall  endeavour  to  vin- 
dicate that  much-calumniated  clafs  of  men  ; and 
to  fhew  to  the  one,  that  they  cannot  be  feditious, 
without  forfeiting  their  exprefs  fuuction  ; to  the 
others,  that  they  cannot  but  be  faithful  to  the 
caufe. 

The  authority  of  religion  with  the  Papifts  is 
fuppofed  to  be  ,the  inftrument  of  happinefs  ; 
the  duty  and  office  of  its  minifters  to  fhew  forth 
the  peace  of  God,  to  arreft  the  violence  of 
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paflion,  to  difpenfe  the  myftery  of  propitiation 
with  faithful  economy,  to  tranquillize  the  la- 
bouring foul,  to  preach  deliverance  to  the 
prifoner,  to  announce  peace  and  doing  good,  to 
keep  them  unpolluted  from  this  world.  The 
authority  of  religion  is  over  the  confcience ; it 
is  not  ufurped  but  accepted ; no  man  by  force  is 
good ; no  man  by  force  is  virtuous  : this  power 
then,  which  the  Romifti  clergy  affert  or  affe£t, 
has  no  external  force,  ilnd  fhould  have  none ; 
they  are  to  enforce  moderation,  and  cannot  be 
a party  ; they  muft  be  all  to  all,  and  therefore 
the  flaves  of  none,  and  the  lords  of  none ; they 
muft  preach  fubmilfion,  and  cannot  propofe 
remonftrance  ; they  inculcate  forbearance  to  him 
that  ftrikes  you,  and  fhould  not  raife  their  voice 
in  the  open  way  ; they  fhould  be  like  the  light  of 
day,  or  the  charity  of  God,  which  is  over  all 
his  creatures ; they  cannot  take  the  fword,  nor 
refufe  to  fuffer ; they  feel  their  own  fufferings, 
and  the  calumnies  caft  out  againft  them,  ftnce 
thrown  upon  the  dodlrine,  which  they  preach ; 
they  have  no  other  way  to  {hew  that  they  are 
not  fa&ious,  but  by  avoiding  all  fa&ion,  by 
{hewing,  they  are  the  foremoft  to  fuffer,  the  laft 
to  complain,  and  never  to  offend;  they  muft 
pity  their  brethren,  and  deplore  the  common 
calamity  ; they  need  not  incite,  for  nature  incites 
without  them  ; they  have  only  to  recal  each  man 
to  his  confcience,  to  declare  without  fear  or 
G hope 
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iiope  the  rule  of  juftice,  and  leaver  the  reft  to  *he 
mercy  of  heaven. — If  this  condudl  be  fufpiciousa 
what  virtue  can  be  fafe  ? 

The  authority  of  law  extends  not  to  confcience 
but  to  freedom  : it  cannot  forbid  the  intention, 
becaufe  it  cannot  command  it ; it  protects  the 
citizen  from  every  fenfible  wrong,  and  leaves 
his  happinefs  to  his  confcience : this  is  the  tem- 
poral, and  that  the  fpiritual  authority.  Let  Free- 
men declare  whether  thefe  be  indivifible,  or 
whether  the  fame  law,  which  terrifies  the  noon- 
day robber,  can  purify  the  nightly  libertine. 
The  Popifti  religion  owns  no  efiential  connexion 
with  forms  of  government  •>  becaufe  it  depends 
on  confcience,  which  no  government  can  over- 
awre.  It  preaches  fubmiflion  to  all ; becaufe  the 
worft  are  not  diflolved  without  a crime,  and 
- confcience  tells  us  to  abftain  from  doing  all 
poflible  good,  by  doing  the  leaft  deliberate 
wrong.  If  any  will  afk,  what  government  does 
Popery  require  ? we  anfwer,  none ; but  it  w illies 
for  a juft  one.  If  you  afk,  what  conftitution 
does  the  Papift  love  ? we  anfwer,  the  laws  of  his 
-his  country.  To  the  writer,  who  feems  furprifed 
at  the  ina&ivity  of  Popifti  clergy,  we  beg  leave  to 
fuggeft,  that  they  have  feeling  like  other  men ; that 
habits  of  peace  have  rendered  them  unfit  for  vigor- 
ous action.  Where  fuch  reafons  fuflice,  let  us  not  re- 
treat to  fufpicion.  “ Blefied  is  the  morality  which 
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thii^ks  there  is  a virtue  in  the  mofl:  venomous 
things,  and  which  laboifrs  to  extract  it.” 

The  Popifli  religion  cannot  be  the  incitement 
to  democracy  : firft  becaufe  it  cannot  gain  or  lofe 
in  any  change  ; again,  becaufe  the  religion  is  more 
fettered  by  popular  force  in  this  domination  ; at 
l.eaft  its  principles  are  lefs  regarded  by  the  fove- 
reign  agent.  Have  the  Irilh  Papilts  or  the  priefts 
in  France  ever  fought  for  democracy  ? this  charge 
is  furely  new,  and  evidently  abfurd. 

The  Freemen  however  have  here  fome  meaning, 
but  exprelfed  as  ufual  in  hieroglyphics.  They 
would  fay,  that  the  ftate  of  Papilts  at  prefent  in- 
clines to  democracy,  fince  the  main  body  of  the 
nation  is  in  abfolute  want.  I allow  the  fad.  I 
confefs,  that  fuch  an  evil  arms  the  whole  body, 
and  induces  equal  right.  But  obferve,  that  our 
Dialedicians  have  dilfembled  the  effed  to  conceal 
the  caufe,  in  imitation  of  the  Gordian  knot,  which 
both  its  endings  involved  in  the  fame  labyrinth. 
Refolve  this  half  exprelfed  fophifm,  and  it  means, 
— the  Papilts  are  poor,  they  are  impoverifhed  by 
the  penal  law,  poverty  begets  infurredion ; you 
therefore  Ihould  bind  them  in  chains.  The  con- 
fequence  is  true,  if  the  principle  be  fair,  that  a man 
is  punilhable  for  what  you  force  him  to  commit, 
before  he  has  committed  the  fad.  But  the  Papiil 
anfwers : take  away  the  reltridion  ; indultry  re, 
turns  with  hope  j the  fubordination  of  acquired 
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property  will  maintain  the  center  of  political 
equilibrium:  keep  the  -penal  law  in  force,  it 
compels  to  evil  j it  caufes  the  crime,  and  either 
deflroys  the  tyrant,  or  the  oppreffed,  or  both  in 
common  ruin. 

The  banditti  of  Defenders  are  Papifls  and  rob 
the  Proteflants.-The  anfwer  is  ready.— The  banditti 
are  robbers  becaufe  poor,  and  poor  becaufe  Papifls. 
The  Proteflants  are  robbed  becaufe  the  Papifls 
cannot  be  robbed.  However  it  feemed  meet  to 
our  fophifls  to  omit  the  obfervation,  that  this 
banditti  has  attacked  every  Papifl  of  property, 
and  driven  the  priefl  from  his  chapel  and  home ; 
that  the  Proteflant  magiflrates  have  flept,  while 
Popifh  men  were  apprehending  the  banditti.  There 
is  great  collufion  it  feems  between  Papifls,  for 
hanging  each  other  to  effedl  the  common  defign. 

One  truth  mufl  be  told  however,  not  in  defence 
of  thefe  men,  but  in  extenuation  of  their  guilt, 
which  is  very  great  without  the  aid  of  calumny. 
Their  crime  has  been  affifled  by  two  contrary 
caufes,  both  equally  converging  to  calamity  from 
the  ocean  of  penal  law,  that  fea  of  Gommorrha, 
whofe  flreams  have  carried  death  and  peflilence 
through  the  land,  and  fwept  the  creeping  things 
&wray,  and  poifoned  the  living,  that  fly  within  its 
killing  exhalation.  The  reflridlive  principle,  while 
it  accelerated  the  monopoly  of  land,  forced  the 
Papifl  to  a&ive  induflry  and  fcanty  living  : it  mul- 
tiplied 
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tiplied  the  population  of  the  captives  by  purloin- 
ing the  aids  of  luxury,'  and  teaching  the  minimum 
of  fubfidence,  it  redoubled  each  generation,  and 
fubtraded  the  means  of  that  fubfidence.  This 
truth  we  are  forced  to  declare,  and  to  add  that  pro- 
vidence, in  clearing  the  date  of  thofe  men  has 
ferved  the  delinquent  and  the  proprietor;  for  of 
thofe  who  have  been  hanged  by  dueprocefs  of  law, 
or  military  evolution,  at  lead  half  fhould  have  darv- 
ed  on  the  the  high-ways.  The  evil  has  not  fubfid- 
ed  ; nor  can  the  repeal  of  penal  law  revive  the 
half-mortified  carcafe : much  more  is  to  be  done 
before  we  can  cutoff  this  furplus  of  mankind,  and 
yeftore  the  country  purified  to  the  wolves,  its  legal 
proprietors.  This,  we  prefume,  muft  be  a fubjed  of 
confolation  to  afcendancy  in  the  midd  of  their  la- 
mentations for  the  overthrow  of  Sidon. 

But  to  you,  honed  and  juft  men,  we  turn  at  lad. 
Protedant  or  Didenter,  or  what  you  will ; the 
name  is  nothing,  if  the  man  be  good.  Separate 
from  this  perverfe  generation  ; for  they  have  no 
attachment  to  their  friends,  they  have  no  pity  for 
their  adverfaries.  Of  all  the  feds  of  men,  this  alone 
has  never  ferved  the  caufe  of  heaven,  nor  the  well- 
being of  mankind.  The  Didenters  have  fird 
edablifhed  toleration ; the  Quakers  have  been 
foremod  in  the  deliverance  of  Africa  from  the 
execrable  plunder  of  her  children  ; the  Methodids 
have  their  afylum  for  ft  rangers,  and  Protedants 
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their  innumerable  ads  of  private  mercy  and  pub- 
lic beneficence ; the  afcendancy  alone  will  not 
reign  by  doing  good.  They  have  feized  upon 
the  chair  of  peftilence,  and  claim  right  divine  for 
difpenfing  mifery  around  them.  Their  conduct 
is  at  once  fo  frantic,  fo  peevifh,  fo  mean  and  fo 
cruel,  that  I muft  think  it  the  work  of  Providence 
to  have  fet  fo  many  figns  and  counterfigns  upon 
the  front  of  this  murderer,  as  if  to  excite  every 
human  pafiion  of  pride,  of  juft  ice,  of  pity  and 
of  horror,  in  the  fame  general  caufe  of  infurrecti- 
on  againfl  him  y and  to  declare  to  mankind,  that  if 
he  fufFers  himfelf  to  be  crufhed  by  a tyrant  fo 
furious  and  fo  contemptible,  the  crime,  the  mifery 
and  difhonor  are  ail  his  own. 

Men  of  Belfaft ! I mufl  not  forget  you  here.  I 
am  pleading  for  the  image  of  God,  which  has 
been  polluted  and  deformed  by  tyranny.  It  is  your 
caufe  I plead ; for  I fee  you  affociated  with  heaven 
in  opening  your  hands  to  fill  each  living  thing 
with  benediclion.  You  fir  ft  came  forth  to  bid 
Ireland  be  a country;  not  a fhore  for  cutting  wood 
and  buying  flaves : you  now  appear  again,  to  bid 
Ireland  become  a people.  I might  praife  you,  if 
I had  the  tongue#  of  Angels  or  the  foul  of 
Grattan.  What  my  words  cannot  do,  my  tears  of 
gratitude,  and  the  half-fpoken  voice  of  joy  muft 
exprefs.  My  offerings  are  poor,  becaufe  my  in- 
heritance has  been  poverty  : but  you  have  walhed 
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away  the  reproach  of  confcientious  filtering; 
Your  names  fhall  be  blelfed  by  the  children  of  our 
children  ; in  profperity,  by  remembering  its  au- 
thors, in  affli&ion,  from  the  recolle&ion  of  your 
fuccour  and  your  pity*  And  when  the  throne 
of  this  tyrant  fhall  have  funk  from  the  level  o£ 
earth,  your  virtue  fhall  (land  in  faired  light,  confe- 
crated  even  by  this  voice  of  mine,  amongit  the  few 

examples  of  courage,  and  humanity,  and  judice. 

\ 

' : *r 

Come  with  me  through  this  defart  of  land,  and 
join  your  commiferation  to  my  groans,  in  viewing 
the  wide  and  formlefs  defolation  of  two  hun- 
dred years.  Let  us  traverfe  this  gloomy  region, 
bedewed  with  the  blood  of  orphans,  the  widow’s 
tears,  and  ftrewed  with  the  bones  of  many  men. 
Here  unholy  afcendancy  has  climbed  her  throne  ; 
from  this  bad  eminence  fhe  darkens  all  the  land, 
and  fends  forth  her  exterminating  fpirits  to  fweep 
away  the  wrorks  of  heaven.  See  here  the  fruits 
of  difcord,  and  aik  whether  for  this  our  fathers 
have  died,  to  furrender  their  children  to  the  domi- 
nation of  fuch  a monarch.  What  intereft  have 
we  in  the  crimes  of  our  fathers  ? They  have  wrong- 
ed their  children,  and  we  fhould  not  wrong  ours. 
In  this  valley  of  Tophet,  let  us  abjure  all 
remembrance  of  the  pad,  let  us  cover  the 
ignominy  of  our  fathers,  with  averted  eyes,  and 
with  the  fame  dud  that  covers  their  whitened 
bones;  or  rather  let  us  overturn  the  hideous  idol, 
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and  confume  all  remembrance  of  Moloch  and  of 
his  victims,  that  pofterity  may  not  hear  of  fuch 
havock  and  fuch  abominations. 

Legiflators  of  this  land ! we  now  appear  before 
you  with  fear,  in  viewing  this  hall,  from  which 
the  profcriptions  of  our  race  have  been  written 
in  blood,  and  trumpeted  forth  by  calamity  ; with 
hope  and  confidence,  becaufe  we  know  our  caufe, 
and  have  felt  your  juftice.  The  word  of  the  Lord 
has  defcended  from  the  feats  of  majefty  to  intereft 
your  pity;~fhew  pity  then,  for  He  is  our  king,  and 
we  are  his  people,  molt  wronged,  mod  guiltlefs, 
mod  wretched.  Suffer  us  to  return  into  the  land 
of  our  fathers ; fuffer  us  to  go  forth  into  the  un- 
fettered air  of  the  defert,  and  facrifice  to  the  God 
of  our  fathers.  Which  way  foever  we  turn  our 
eyes,  new  fubjedt  of  hope  arifes  before  them  : we 
fee  the  juftice  of  the  king,  in  the  kingly  throne, 
and  in  the  princes.  We  fee  charity  in  the  feat^of 
Killala,  and  beneficence  in  the  form  of  Oftory ; 
and  from  the  union  of  both,  as  from  the  joining 
of  the  wings  of  the  Cherubim,  the  feat  of  propi- 
tiation extended  from  end  to  end.  We  obferve 
around  fuch  wifdom  and  virtue,  as  have  never  been 
condenfed  into  one  epoch.  In  the  contingence 
of  fo  many  glories  let  not  the  altar  of  mercy  be 
wanting,  which  our  forefathers  prophaned,  and 
you  fhould  dedicate  again.  Our  only  hope  is  in 
this  moment  ; if  at  any  other  time  we  had  been 
refufed,  we  might  expert  a better  alternative. 
But  that  you  are  the  bell  and  the  wdfeft,  leaves 
us  without  profpeft,  if  we  are  deferted  by  you. 
Arife,  now,  for  the  mifery  of  the  poor,  and 
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the  groaning  of  the  needy ; crufh  the  arms  of  the 
Tinner  and  the  embittered  man,  that  none  for  .ever 
more  prefume  to  claim  Afcendancy  over  the  land*. 
It  is  for  you  to  fave,  for  the  waters  have  funk  into 
our  foul,  we  are  become  aliens  to  our  brethren, 
and  ftrangers  to  the  children  of  our  common 
Parent ; we  buffered  penalty  for  what  we  had  net 
plundered.  They  perfecuted,  becaufe  you  fmote  ; 
they,,  added  to  the  fmarting  of  our  wounds.  Give 
peace  and  juftice  to  the  orphan,  and  biotaway  the 
unrighteous  from  the  landf.  Let  not  your  mercy 
be  needy  ; do  not  iign  a fmall  number  from  each 
tribe,  but  blot  out  the  hand- writing  againft  all,  and 
be  called  the  faviours  of  your  country.  Make  a 
new  earth,  and  a new  heaven,  and  fwear  never 
more  to  curfe  the  earth  for  the  follies  of  men, 
Let  the  dogs  howl  without,  and  all  the  beafts 
which  devour  ; no  borrow  nor  weeping  (hall  enter 
here ; but  all  fhall  dwell,  and  gain  inheritance,  and 
teach  your  name  to  their  children  for  a bleffed 
thing.  It  is  for  you  to  judge  of  this  crime,  fo  long 
fought  for,  not  yet  detected.  If  innocent,  fave 
us  for  our  righteoufnefs  ; if  guilty,  fave  us  for 
our  debafement  and  our  diftrefs  : for  many  indeed 
have  been  the  ftripes  of  the  fmner.  You  had 
thrown  us  away  amongfl  our  enemies,  a name 
for  reproach  and  for  fuffering.  Have  wre  as  yet 
ever  forgotten  you  ; have  we  wronged  our  com- 
pact, or  flretched  forth  our  arms  to  any  foreign 
Lord  ? Call  forth  from  their  cells,  the  fcattered 
and  withering  bones  ; give  fubflance  to  each,  and 
mufcles,  which  maybe  the  ftrength,  and  union 
and  incorporation  of  all  ; but  as  yet  the  corpfe  is 
* Pb,  ix.  f Ibid. 
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cold,  and  the  force,  a dead  power.  Give  life  to 
your  own  work,,  by  infpiring  the  a&ive  breath  of 
love,  which  perpetuates,  and  animates,  and  binds 
all  things  in  perfeft  harmony.* . If  you,  though 
the  lateft  born,  are  (bill  the  deared  fonsto  Heaven, 
bind  up  the  rod  of  Juda  with  the  fword  of  Ben- 
jamin : there  ihall  be  then  one  only  nation,  not 
two  rival  powers.,  but  one  King  for  both.  Seize 
upon  the  lordly  murderer  with  all  his  train,  and 
drag  him  forth  from  the  extremity  of  the  north, 
and  hew  him  down  before  Heaven,  and  redore  peace 
to  the  jflands.f  The  bloody  tribes  haveftrided  up 
in  hade  ; the  clans  of  Philidhiim,  the  tyrants  of 
Edom,  and  all  the  fighting  men  of  thofe  inhof- 
picable  regions.  They  haden  to  oppofe  your  juf- 
tice  ; for  hafty  are  their  feet  to  the  fhedding  of 
blood,  and  forrow  and  oppreffion  are  in  their 
flops.  | Let  fear  and  difmay  rufh  upon  them  from 
the  mightinefs  of  your  arm.  Let  them  ilandaghafl 
and  motion lefs  as  a done,  until  this  people  whom 
you  have  purchafed,  fhall  have  paffed  forth  into 
the  country  of  peace  and  of  freedom. 

v . i:j 

* Ezech.  37.  f Ibid.  39.  J Exod.  ij. 
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